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CJI Misra asserts himself in
SC amidst corruption storm

NEARBY

Probing NOC cases a
challenging task for SIT
VISAKHAPATNAM

The SIT inquiring into the
alleged land scams in
Visakhapatnam district is
facing an uphill task in
gathering details pertaining
to the ‘no objection
certificate’ (NOC) cases, as
the original ‘Darkhast
Registers’ have gone missing
in most of the cases from the
department concerned.
ANDHRA PRADESH A PAGE 4

METROPLUS A 4 PAGES

Overrules Justice
Chelameswar’s
order on Bench
formation
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Disapproving of a judicial or
der that had decided the
composition of a Bench for
hearing a corruption case, a
fivejudge
Constitution
Bench, headed by Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra,
on Friday ruled that it is the
prerogative of the Chief
Justice to decide what matter
is heard by which judge.
The ruling nullifies an or
der passed by a twojudge
Bench a day earlier, direct
ing that the case be posted
before a Bench comprising
the five seniormost judges

on November 13.
In his order, the CJI asser
ted his role as “the master of
the roster” in order to pro
tect the Supreme Court from
“anarchy”, at the end of a
hearing marked by exchange
of harsh words, heckling, ac

Jadhav will be permitted to
meet his wife, says Pakistan
Islamabad cites
humanitarian
grounds for nod
Mubashir Zaidi
Karachi

Pakistan on Friday offered to
let Kulbhushan Jadhav, the
former Indian naval officer
convicted by a military court
for alleged espionage, meet
his wife on humanitarian
grounds.
“The Government of
Pakistan has decided to ar
range a meeting of Com
mander Kulbhushan Jhadev
with his wife, in Pakistan,
purely on humanitarian

Kulbhushan Jadhav
grounds. A Note Verbale has
been sent to the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad,
today,” a foreign office state
ment said.
Pakistan has consistently
denied India’s requests for
consular access to Mr. Jha
dav.
Mr. Jadhav was arrested

by Pakistani law enforce
ment agencies on March 3,
2016, after he allegedly
crossed over from Iran.
In his video confession,
which was released by Is
lamabad, he stated that he
was tasked by the RAW to
plan and organise espionage
and terrorist activities aimed
at destabilising Pakistan. He
was sentenced to death by a
military court.
On India’s appeal, the In
ternational Court of Justice
stayed the sentence in May
this year.
BSF RAISES CONCERNS WITH
PAKISTAN RANGERS A PAGE 10

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri
day declined to stay the re
lease of the period drama
Padmavati, saying the apex
court should not intervene
when the Censor Board has
not even certified the film.
Earlier, the Allahabad
High Court also declined to
entertain a plea seeking a
ban on the Bollywood film.
The
Sanjay
Leela
Bhansalidirected movie is
due for release on Decem
ber 1.

Huge relief
The court’s decision to not
intervene comes as a big re

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
BHUSHAN STORMS OUT A PAGE 7

Rate in restaurants cut to 5%, will be applicable from Nov. 15
TCA Sharad Raghavan
Guwahati

The Goods and Services Tax
Council on Friday sharply
reduced to just 50 the num
ber of items in the highest
tax rate of 28%. At its 23rd
meeting
in
Guwahati,
chaired by Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley, the
Council also staggered the
return filing process, re
duced the tax rates on res
taurants and expanded the
Composition Scheme for
small firms.
Tax experts termed the
Council’s decisions — virtu
ally upending the original
GST structure — as a bold de
cision ahead of the Gujarat
elections. The decisions are
expected to win over busi
nesses struggling to cope
with the transition to the
new indirect tax system.

The Council decided to
reduce the tax rate on 178 of
current 228 items from 28%
to 18%, with effect from
November 15. Items with tax
rates reduced to nil from 5%
include guar meal, sweet
potatoes, and dried or
frozen fish. “All restaurants
will be taxed at 5%, except

those in hotels with a tariff
of 7,500 or more, which
will be taxed at 18% with in
put tax credit (ITC). Outdoor
catering will be taxed at 18%
with ITC,” Mr. Jaitley said.
CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
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Doctors call the blu of teen’s ‘tears of stone’
LVPEI specialists solve the mystery; girl says she put tiny stones into her eyes
G. Venkataramana Rao
Vijayawada

Classmates of Anamika
(name
changed)
were
amazed when tiny stones
came out of her eyes along
with tears. The teachers
were, of course, very wor
ried. Every time Anamika
shed tears of stone, there
was a flutter.
This happened mostly at
school. Word spread that a
girl was shedding tears of
stone and even the media
got interested. A few televi
sion channels visited the
school and took bytes of the
girl and the stones that

came out of the eyes. Ini
tially, the attention was en
joyed by all, particularly the
child. Every time Anamika
cried, tiny sand like
particles rolled out with the
tears. But in due course, the
school management got
very nervous and informed
her grandparents, with
whom she was staying.
The grandparents took
her to the L.V. Prasad Eye
Institute for a check up and
the case was referred to the
head of the Paediatric Oph
thalmology Niranjan Pe
here. One look at the girl’s
eyes
and
the
stone

particles, Dr. Niranjan knew
that she was lying. “It is im
possible for stones of that
size to be generated in the
eye. Microscopic calcium
deposits are formed under
the eyelids in some people,
but even those do not come
out with tears. They have to
be removed with the tip of a
knife or a needle,” he ex
plained.
But Anamika kept insist
ing that the stones were
coming out of her eyes. She
spilled the beans when Dr.
Niranjan told her that an
operation had to be per
formed to see if there were

more stones inside her eye
and that they should be re
moved immediately.
Only then did the girl,
who had recently entered
her teens, tell the doctor
that she collected the tiny
stones in the school ground
and put them into her eye
in the toilet. “She learnt
how to move her eyeballs to
bring the stone particles
out,” Dr Niranjan explained.
Though it was thought
that Anamika was doing it
to bunk school, she re
portedly revealed that her
parents gave more attention
to her brother and she had

to stay with her grandpar
ents. By doing this, she was
able to get the attention of
all. The teachers corrobor
ated the girl’s story saying
that she was a bright stu
dent and was fond of com
ing to school.
Fortunately for Anamika
there was no major eye
damage. If she was not
brought immediately to the
Institute, there could have
been irreversible damage.
Teachers should keep an
eye on the eyes of students.
Blindness could be preven
ted by alert teachers, Dr.
Niranjan said.

TDP les complaint
against Jagan

SC refuses to stay
Padmavati release
Legal Correspondent

cusations of browbeating
judges and forumshopping
and repeated warnings of ac
tion for contempt of court.
The matter concerns two
petitions seeking a probe by
a special investigation team
(SIT) into allegations of cor

ruption contained in a first
information
report
re
gistered by the CBI last
September.
The FIR alleged that a plot
was hatched by some, in
cluding a former Orissa HC
judge and a hawala dealer, to
bribe SC judges hearing the
case of a debarred private
medical college.
Chief Justice Misra was
leading the Bench that heard
and decided the case of the
medical college. The petitio
ns, filed by advocate Kamini
Jaiswal and NGO Campaign
for Judicial Accountability
and Reforms, said Chief
Justice Misra should not be
part of any proceedings,
either administrative or judi
cial, in the case.

GST slashed on 178 items
ahead of Gujarat elections

lief for the filmmakers in
the aftermath of a mob at
tack in Jaipur and a vandal
ism incident in Kolhapur
during the shooting of the
film.
“Has the film been placed
before the Censor Board?
Has the Censor Board certi
fied the film?” a Bench led
by Chief Justice of India
Dipak Misra asked.
When informed that the
Central Board of Film Certi
fication was yet to certify
the movie, the Bench said,
“This court should not exer
cise its writ jurisdiction in
such a situation.”

Special Correspondent
KURNOOL

Accusing Opposition leader
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy of
belying the hopes of the
people who elected him as
MLA by boycotting the As
sembly session, TDP leaders
lodged a complaint against
him in the Pulivendula Po
lice Station on Friday.
TDP State training co
ordinator Ramgopal Reddy
and Pulivendula market
committee
chairman
Raghava Reddy, who lodged
the complaint, told the me
dia that Mr. Jagan was met
ing out injustice to the
people of Pulivendula. They
urged the police to register a

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

case under the Representa
tion of People’s Act, 1951,
and initiate action against
Mr. Jagan.

With Opposition boycott, it’s a
smooth aair in the Assembly
No noisy interruptions till 2.30 p.m.; no activity at the media point too
Staff Reporter
VELAGAPUDI (GUNTUR DT.)

The impact of YSRCP’s call
for boycott of the winter ses
sion of the Assembly was vis
ible all over on the first day
on Friday with the Opposi
tion benches wearing a
deserted look and there was
no shouting of slogans, no
rushing to the podium of the
Speaker and no display of
placards.
The House began and ran
smoothly without any noisy
interruptions till 2.30 pm.
The principal Opposition
called for the boycott in
protest against Speaker,
Kodela Siva Prasada Rao’s
“inaction” in disqualifying
YSRCP MLAs who defected
to the ruling Telugu Desam
Party. The YSRCP MLAs were
not there, but Assembly
staffers religiously kept the
agenda and other copies
ready on their tables.
The proceedings were
sans the Opposition MLAs’
attempt draw the attention
of the Speaker and demands
for the adjournment mo
tions seeking discussion on
topics during question hour.
Both question hour and zero
CM
YK

A worker carrying chairs on the premises of Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly on Friday. V. RAJU
*

hour went off smoothly as
there was no heated argu
ment. Except one question,
which was postponed follow
ing request of the member,
all the questions were
answered and deliberated
upon.
The TDP MLAs encour
aged Panchayat Raj and
Rural Development Minister
Nara Lokesh, son of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, by thumping benches
when he gave a reply to a
question related to his de
partment for the first time.
Security personnel and As

sembly Marshals kept a close
watch on the YSR Congress
Legislature Party office,
which used to be hub of
activity, despite the fact that
it remained locked.
Lobbies of Assembly and
Legislative Council too
looked forlorn with no anim
ated discussions. The ruling
Telugu Desam Party mem
bers too interacted with the
mediapersons in lobbies.
There was no activity at
the media point, which used
to be a forum for challenges
and counter challenges. Bar
ring a couple of members

and Ministers, including In
formation and Public Rela
tions (I&PR) Minister Kalava
Srinivasulu, none ventured
towards the media point.
In fact, the MLAs, who
were very vocal and lashed
out at YSRCP in previous ses
sions, also shied away from
the media point. Some of
them even ignored the wait
ing
mediapersons
and
walked straight towards
their
vehicles
parked
outside.
Cynosure of all eyes of
course was Rampachodav
aram YSRCP MLA Vantala
Rajeswari, who crossed over
to TDP and newly elected
Nandyal MLA Bhuma Brah
mananda Reddy. But, both
of them avoided the media.
Probably this is first time
in the history of Andhra Pra
desh Assembly after bifurca
tion that the session is going
on without the O pposition.
Also, there were no in
stances where entire session
was boycotted by the Oppos
ition. In 1980s, TDP founder
president N. T. Rama Rao
boycotted the Assembly, but
his party MLAs attended the
sessions.

16273

M VJ-VJE

